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2006 yilinda 26 bdlgesel kalkinma ajansinin
kurulmasiyla, Turkiye, uluslararasi planlama ve
politikalar esliginde, bélge planlamasi konu-
sundaki organizasyonunu ulusal planlara gore
sekillendirmektedir. Bu kapsamda istanbul’'un ge-
lisimi, istanbul Kalkinma Ajansi (ISTKA) tarafin-
dan planlanmaktadir. ISTKA, bdlgesel ekonomiyi
ve sosyal yetkinligi zenginlestirmek icin yerel
aktorlerin katihmiyla bélgenin i¢ potansiyelini
glglendirmeyi amaclayan bir organizasyondur.
Ajansin olusturdugu Istanbul’un bélgesel planlari-
nin, gocuklar da dahil olmak Uzere vatandaslarin
refahinin belirleyicisi olmasi muhtemeldir.

UNICEF (1964)’un tanimladigi gibi ¢cocuklarin
Ulkenin gelecekteki kalkinma hedeflerinin ana
aktorl olmasi nedeniyle, kalkinma planlarina
cocuklarin dahil edilmesi 6nemlidir. Bu dogrul-
tuda UNICEF (1964) tim ulkeleri cocuklarin ve
genglerin sorunlarina ve ulusun beklentilerine hi-
tap eden ve tim toplumdan destek gcagrisi iceren
ulusal politikalar Gretme ¢agrisinda bulunmakta-
dir. Ayni zamanda, uluslararasi organizasyonlar,
cocuklar ve yasal bakicilari konusunda yerel
politika olusturulmasinin, ulusal ve yerel baglari
guclendirerek (UNICEF, 2017b) ¢cocuk dostu
sehirler olusturma agisindan kilit eylem oldugunu
vurgulanmaktadir (UNICEF, 2012, 2018; UNICEF
& CFCIl, 2018). istanbul’'un bélgesel planlarinin
(2010-2013 ve 2014-2023) istanbul’un tiim va-
tandaslarini kapsayicilik diizeyi, gcocuklar ve yasal

Turkey has been articulating its organization
of regional planning according to national
plans guided by international standards and
policies since the identification of 26 regional
development agencies back in 2006. Within
this scope, the development of the city of
Istanbul has been planned by the Istanbul
Development Agency (ISTKA) which aims to
empower the potential of the region through
participation of local actors to enrich its
regional growth and economy. The well-being
of its citizens including children is embedded
within these regional development plans.

UNICEF (1964) identified the importance of
including children in development plans as
they are the future /main actors /resource to
be included in development objectives of a
country. Calling on every country to have na-
tional policy for children and youth, UNICEF
(1964) urges the identification of major chal-
lenges for children, initiating and sustaining
support from the community for children’s
needs, and a nation’s possible response. In
the same direction, international organiza-
tions highlight that local policy-making con-
cerning matters of children and their caregiv-
ers is one of the key actions needed to create
child-focused environments (UNICEF, 2012,
2018; UNICEF & CFCIl, 2018) by strengthening
the links between national and local pro-



bakicilarinin planlama kararlarina ve karar alma
sireclerine katiimlarini saglama kararliliklariyla
belirlenebilir.

2010 - 2013 Istanbul Bélge Plani, Tiirkiye’'de
kalkinma ajanslarinin kurulmasindan sonra ha-
zirlanan ilk plani olmaktadir. Plan, cocuk haklari-
nin gelisim planlarina dahil edilmesine 6zellikle
odaklanmasa da, ulusal kuruluglarin gocuklarin
saghgini ilgilendiren ve 6zellikle sokaklarda ya-
sayan ¢ocuklar gibi dezavantajli gruplara dikkat
¢eken sonuglari rapor etmektedir. Plan raporu-
nun Sosyal Yapi boliimiinde, Turkiye'deki hizli
kentlesme sonucunda olusan gog, issizlik, ve
aile yapisinin bozulmasinin gocuklari sokaklara
ittigini (ISTKA, 2010) ve bu ¢ocuklarin daha ¢ok
Taksim, Bakirkdy, Emindnul, Aksaray, Kadikdy,
Uskiidar ve Bostanci gevresinde yogunlagtiklarini
ifade edilmektedir (IBB, 2004). Bolgesel planin
vizyonu bes stratejik hedefe ayriimaktadir ve her
stratejik hedefin kendi gelisim yénelimi vardir.
Ozellikle “Sosyal Geligim” stratejik hedefi, gocuk
ve annenin saghgi ve sokak gocuklarinin reha-
bilitasyonunu ve onlarin egitim sistemine dahil
edilmesi hedefi ile saglik hizmetlerini gbreve
cagirmaktadir. UNICEF (2014) cocuk katilimi-
nin gcocuk odakli politika yapiminda kritik bir rol
oynadigini ve Cocuk Konseyleri veya Parlamen-
tolar gibi cocuk katilimini kolaylagtirmak icin
kurumsallagsmis mekanizmalara ihtiya¢ oldugunu
bildirmektedir. Dogrudan ana karar alma organiy-
la baglantili olan bu tir alt kuruluslar, cocuk hak-
larinin uygulanmasinda kilit sorumluluga sahiptir.
2010 - 2013 Plani uluslararasi politikalara paralel
sekilde katihmci politika agisindan ¢ocuklarin ve
genglerin yerel karar alma sireglerine katihmi
icin Genglik ve Cocuk Konseyleri olusturmaya
calistiklarini bildirmektedir. Turkiye’de, Belediye
Kanununun 76. Maddesi belediye meclisinin
guindeminin, sehir sakinlerinden olugsan kent
meclisinin énerilerini dikkate alarak hazirlanma-
larini bildirir (UNICEF, 2017a). Cocuk konseyi

de Kent Meclislerinden biri olarak sayilmaktadir.
Bu dogrultuda, Istanbullu gocuklar belediyelerin
metropol ve yerel diizeydeki 6nceliklerini etki-
leme glcline sahiptir. Yasaya goére, ek meclisler
kurmak zorunlu degildir (UNICEF, 2017a) ve met-
ropol seviyesi disinda, yerel belediyelerin cogu
hentiz cocuk konseyleri bulunmamaktadir.

istanbul Bilyiiksehir Belediyesi Cocuk Konseyi
2005 yilinda kurulmustur. Konsey Uyeleri, ye-
rel belediyeler tarafindan 8-15 yaslari arasinda

grammes in urban areas (UNICEF, 2017b).

This awareness and discussion is visible with-
in the regional plans of Istanbul (2010-2013
and 2014-2023) through their commitment to
address challenges related to children and
their caregivers in urban areas and mecha-
nisms to empower them in decision-making.

2010 - 2013 Istanbul Regional Plan positions
the first plan prepared after the constitution
of development agencies over Turkey. The
2010 - 2013 vision of the regional plan identi-
fies five strategic domains and each domain
has its own developmental directions. Though
the plan does not exclusively comment on
the inclusion of children’s rights into develop-
ments plans, there is evidence from govern-
mental organizations on the health of children
and discussions around children living in the
streets. Under the section titled Social Struc-
ture, children on the streets’ was linked to
rapid urbanization in Turkey and challenges
associated with migration, unemployment,
deterioration of family structure (ISTKA,
2010). The strategic goal “Social Develop-
ment” briefly touches on health services to
improve the health of child and the mother,
and the rehabilitation of street children and
their inclusion within the educational system.

Children’s Council of Istanbul Metropolitan
Municipality was founded in 2005. Children
between the ages of 8 — 15 years who live in
Istanbul can be member of the council. The
aim of the council as stated in their official
website is to improve awareness of the city
they live in, develop social responsibility, im-
prove self-confidence, enhance their knowl-
edge in problem solving, encourage citizen-
ship and democratic action through cultural
and educational activities.2

2010 - 2013 Development by ISTKA, reports
that they have been working on building
Youth and Children Councils to empower
youth and children in local decision-making in
line with international policies. UNICEF (2014)
reports that children’s participation plays a
critical role in child-focused policy making
and there is a need for institutionalized mech-
anisms to facilitate participation through chil-
dren’s councils or parliaments. Sub-organiza-



istanbul’da yasayan cocuklar arasindan segil-
mektedir. Cocuk Konseyi’nin amaci, resmi web
sitesinde belirtildigi gibi cocuklarin yasadiklari
sehirde farkindalik kazanmalarina, sosyal duyarli-
Ik ve 6zguvenlerini artirmalarina, problem ¢ézme
ve vatandaslik konusundaki bilgilerini gelistirme-
lerine ve kiiltirel, egitimsel ve sportif faaliyetle-
re katihmlari ile gelece@e dair gliven duygusu
kazanmalarina yardimci olmaktir.

2014 - 2023 Istanbul Bélge Plani, istanbul’un
ikinci ve ginimuzdeki son bélge plani olmakta
ve Turkiye’nin bolgesel politika konusundaki yeni
gorindmanin bir Grdnd olarak tanimlanmakta-
dir. istanbul icin gizilen vizyon “Yaratici ve Ozgir
insanlariyla, Yenilikgi ve Kiltiir Kenti; Ozgiin
istanbul” olarak adlandirimakta ve istanbul’'u sa-
dece Turkiye’nin finans baskenti olarak degil ayni
zamanda markalasmanin bagkenti olarak tanim-
lamaktadir. Bu amacla, istanbul’'un 2014 — 2023
bdlgesel plani, daha kapsayici, timevarimsak

ve bolgeye 6zel kalkinma plani olarak bélgenin
yerli kalkinma potansiyelini harekete geciren bir
yaklasimla tasarlanmistir (ISTKA, 2013). Istan-
bul'un 2023 vizyonu, 23 6ncelik ve 57 stratejiden
olusmakta ve bu dncelikler ve stratejiler 3 ana
ekseni kapsamaktadir. Bunlar istanbul’un eko-
nomik, sosyal ve mekansal gelisim eksenleridir.
Rapora gére plan, istanbul halkinin karar alma
sureclerine kapsamli bir sekilde dahil edilmesini
amaclamaktadir. Bagka bir deyisle plan, 6zellik-
le cocuklarin degil, tim vatandaslarin katkida
bulunabilecegini ve bu planin hazirlik siirecinde
ISTKA'nIn tiim istanbul vatandaslarinin katkisina
basvurdugunun altini gizmektedir (ISTKA, 2013).

2014 - 2023 Istanbul Bélgesel Plani, cocuk ve
genglerin yarari ile ilgili 57 strateji arasinda 6zel
bir strateji olusturarak dikkat cekmesine ragmen,
rapor gocuklarin ve ¢cocuklu ailelerin politika
olusturulmasina ve sehir yonetimine katilimi
acisindan incelendiginde, uluslararasi politikalara
kiyasla ylzeysel olarak kapsayici oldugu soyle-
nebilir. Bununla birlikte, “sosyal entegrasyon” on-
celigi altindaki ¢ocuklarin ve ¢ocuklu aileler igin
uretilen 6zel strateji, “bilissel, fiziksel, psikolojik
ve sosyal gelisimlerini destekleyerek ¢cocuklarin
ve genclerin refahini artirmayi” hedefledigi goriil-
mektedir. Plan, kultlr, cinsiyet ve yas agisindan
yuksek gesitlilige ulasmayl odaklanmaktadir ve

' These street children were mostly observed Taksim, Bakirkdy,

Emindnii, Aksaray, Kadikdy, Uskiidar and Bostanci (IBB, 2004).

tions (like ISTKA) connected to main/ central
decision-making bodies have the key respon-
sibility of the implementation of the rights of
children. In Turkey, according to Municipality
Law (Article 76), municipal council’s agenda
should take any proposal made by citizens’
assembly into consideration (UNICEF, 2017a).
Children’s council count as citizens’ assem-
bly. If these mechanisms are strengthened,
the children of Istanbul can have the power to
influence municipal priorities at the local and
metropolitan level.

2014 - 2023 Istanbul Regional Plan positions
the second developmental plan of Istanbul
and defined as a product of Turkey’s new out-
look for regional policy. Istanbul is identified
as not only the financial capital city of Tur-
key but also of national branding. The vision
drawn for Istanbul is titled “Unique Istanbul:
City of Innovation and Culture with creative
and Free Citizens”. For this purpose, 2014 —
2023 regional development plan of Istanbul
identifies a more inclusive, bottom-up, tailor
made regional development approach that
represents a tool to activate local develop-
ment potential of its region (ISTKA, 2013).
The 2023 vision of Istanbul consists 23 prior-
ities and 57 strategies, and these priorities
and strategies cover 3 main axes — economic,
social and spatial development of Istanbul.
According to the report, the plan is designed
to include the people of Istanbul extensively
in decision-making. Though the plan explicit-
ly mentions that the ISTKA seeks contribution
from all citizens of Istanbul, it does not refer
to the city’s children’s participation.

However, one of the 57 strategy’s focus on
children and youth’s well-being. The priority
of “social integration” with the aim to “en-
hance the wellbeing of children and youth by
supporting their cognitive, physical, psycho-
logical and social development” is shown in
the table below. The table directly links to
the well-being of children and their families,
and tries to address a whole range of UN-
CRC (1989) goals. Drawing from internation-
al guidelines, the inclusion of children and
youth’s well-being within its mandate can be

2 See: https://cocukmeclisi.ibb.istanbul/



uygulamada istanbul’'un tiim halkini kapsayan,
ulasim, egitim ve sosyal ¢evrede erisilebilirligi

arttirmayi planlamaktir. Sonug olarak, cocuklarin

politika Uretimine katihmi agisindan bakildiginda
raporda ¢ocuklarin ve ¢cocuklu ailelerin refahina
adanan tek strateji, UNCRC (1989)’nin bildirdigi

bir dizi cocuk hakkini karsilamaya calistigi gorul-
mektedir. 2014 — 2023 istanbul Bélgesel Planinin

cocuklarin ve gocuklu ailelerin refahina adanan
Ozel stratejisi ve hedefleri Tablo 1’de goérilebilir.

seen as a positive impetus.

The main focus of the development plan is
to diversify and build on the regions cultur-
al and economic strengthens. If this goal’s
implementation can be linked to inclusive
and accessible urbanization, with children
at the center of this discourse, the state of
Child-Friendly Policy-Making for Istanbul
would be that much further along.

Tablo 1: Yaratici ve Ozgur insanlariyla, Yenilikgi ve Kuiltir Kenti; Ozgun Istanbul”

Amac

Oncelik

Strateji

Cocuklar Hedef Alan Hedefler

Sosyal Gelisim:
Adil Paylasan,
Kapsayicl ve Og-
renen Toplum

SOSYAL BU-
TUNLESME

Cocuk ve geng-
lerin bilissel, fi-
ziksel, psikolojik,
sosyal gelisimle-
ri desteklenerek
iyi olma halleri-
nin artirlmasi

Cocuk ve genglere yonelik strateji olusturmayi
sa@layacak saha calismalarinin artirlmasi ve
genglerin sorunlarinin tespit edilmesi (Madde 3
-UNCRC, 1989)

Cocuk ve genglerin kolayca ulasabilecekleri
telefon destek hatti, sosyal hizmet merkezi gibi
ara yUz mekanizmalarin olusturulmasi (Madde
24 & 27 -UNCRC, 1989)

Cocuklarin ve genclerin okullasma oranlarinin
artirlmasi (Madde 28 -UNCRC, 1989)
Cocuklar, gencler ve aileleri igin etkin rehberlik
ve danismanlik sistemlerinin gelistiriimesi (Mad-
de 27 -UNCRC, 1989)

Cocuk ve genclerde madde bagimliligi ve suca
surtklenmenin énlenmesi (Madde 34 -UNCRC,
1989)

Cocuk ve genglik alaninda galisan kurumlarin
kapasitelerinin artirimasi

Basta dezavantajli bdlgelerde yasayan ¢ocuklar
ve gengler olmak Uzere ¢ocuklarin ve genclerin
sosyal, kulturel ve sportif faaliyetlerin ¢esitlendi-
rilmesi, bu faaliyetlere erisebilecekleri alanlarin
¢ogaltiimasi ve katiimlarinin artirimasi

Geng, issizliginin azaltiimasina yonelik genclerin
meslek sahibi olmalarinin saglanmasi ve kayit
disi istihdaminin 6nlenmesi

Cocuk istismarinin énlenmesi ve istismara ugra-
yan c¢ocuklarin rehabilitasyonu ve korunmasi icin
bilgilendirmenin, bilinglendirmenin ve kurumsal
kapasite artirminin saglanmasi (Madde 17 &
24 & 27 -UNCRC, 1989)

Sokakta yasayan ya da calistirilan gocuklarin re-
habilite edilmesi ve egitim hayatina dénmelerinin
saglanmasi (Madde 25 & 26- UNCRC, 1989)
Cocuk ve genclere teknoloji okuryazarligi ka-
zandiriimasi ve zararl internet kullanimi (istismar
vb. magduriyetler), internet, bilgisayar oyunlari-
na bagimlilik vb. konularda 6énleyici calismalarin
yaplimasi (Madde 36 -UNCRC, 1989)

Kaynak: 2014 — 2023 Istanbul Bélgesel Plani (2013) — UNCRC (1989)'nin maddeleri planin éncelik ve
stratejilerinin gocuk haklarina nasil katki sagladiginin gosterilmesi amaciyla yazarlar tarafindan eklenmistir.
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Table 1: Unique Istanbul: City of innovation and culture with creative and free citizens

Aim

Priorities

Strategies

Obijectives in concern of children

Spatial
development:
Joyful authentic
urban spaces
and sustainable
environment

SOCIAL IN-
TEGRATION

Enhancing the
well-being of
children and
youth by sup-
porting their
cognitive, phys-
ical, psycholog-
ical and social
development

Expanding field work to facilitate developing
strategies addressing children and youth and
diagnosing the problems of youth (Article 3 -
UNCRC, 1989)

Establishing interface mechanisms such as call
centres and community centres that children
and youth can easily access (Article 24 & 27 -
UNCRC, 1989)

Improving the schooling rates of children and
youth (Article 28 - UNCRC)

Developing effective guidance and counselling
systems for children, youth and families (Article
34 - UNCRGC, 1989)

Preventing substance abuse and delinquency
among children and youth (Article 34 - UN-
CRC, 1989)

Boosting the capacity of institutions operating in
the field of children and youth

Diversification of social, cultural and sporting
activities for children and youth, primarily in
disadvantaged regions, and enhancing their
accessibility and participation in these activities
Ensuring the prevention of informal employ-
ment, and providing youth with professions in or
to reduce youth unemployment

Promoting information, awareness raising and
institutional capacity building for elimination of
child abuse, rehabilitation, and protection of
abused children (Article 17 & 24 & 27 - UN-
CRC, 1989)

Rehabilitation of children living and working on
the streets, and bringing them back into the
education system (Article 25 & 26 - UNCRC,
1989)

Raising technology literacy among children and
youth, and protection from harmful internet use
(resulting abuse etc.), and internet addiction
etc. (Article 36 - UNCRC 1989)

Promoting family oriented (protective family,
adoption, socioeconomic support) service
models for children in need of protection and in
delinquency (Article 9 & 10 - UNCRC, 1989)
Ensuring that all children in society without
gender discrimination, effectively benefit from
children’s rights according to the convention
on the rights of children (Article 2 - UNCRC,
1989)

Source: 2014 — 2023 Istanbul Regional Plan (2013) — the articles from UNCRC (1989) added by the author
to show relation of each aim of plan to declared rights of children in CRC.
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